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The Pew Center enthusiastically welcomes the climate change resolution introduced by Senator
Lugar and Senator Biden calling for the United States to participate in negotiations under the
Framework Convention on Climate Change to establish mitigation commitments by all major
greenhouse gas-emitting countries.

The timing of such a clear message from the leadership of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is especially important coming on the eve of the Montreal climate negotiations,
where governments will decide on launching a process to consider next steps in the international
effort. Parties to the Kyoto Protocol are obligated to begin considering post-2012 commitments
for those developed countries with commitments under the Protocol. It is critical that a parallel
process be launched under the Framework Convention, which includes the United States, to
consider a broader range of possibilities that can engage all major economies. We urge the
Administration to support such a process as a step toward a more inclusive and effective
international climate effort.

The current U.S. policy on climate change, both domestically and internationally, is wholly
inadequate. The Lugar-Biden resolution is an important complement to the Bingaman resolution
passed earlier this year by the Senate calling for mandatory market-based limits on U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions. It is critical that as we move forward to establish a meaningful
domestic effort, we also work with other nations to strengthen the international framework and
ensure that all other major emitting countries also contribute their fair share to this global effort.



